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Where are we up to?
Its spring again; time for Family Day, 25
year club presentations and the beginning
of daylight saving. Netball and footy finals
won and lost and warmer weather for
construction projects and road sealing. At
this year’s Family Day we are expecting over
300 people to share the excitement of a
full day’s motor racing (including V8’s and
trucks) at Winton. There will also be safety
awards (including the $2500 Best Safety
Initiative travel prize) and six 25 year club
presentations. Congratulations to all award
winners and new 25 year club members.
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After the celebrations it will be back to work
in what is promising to be a very busy run
up to Christmas. Over the last three months
some sites have broken all time sales
records. The promise of strong demand
especially for flood reconstruction, concrete
for mines and railway ballast has prompted
us to bring forward some significant capital
purchases and upgrades. It is very exciting
to be enjoying the safety and productivity
benefits of brand new equipment across
our group. Upcoming Mawse Codes will
include articles on some of the new gear
and the Mawsons people who operate,
design and build the most modern plant and
equipment.

The busier times have unfortunately brought
about some disappointing lost time injuries.
We must redouble our focus on working
proactively to improve safety and looking
after our mates. We must also ensure that
if an accident does occur we learn from it
and avoid any recurrences. Having injured
workers back at work as soon as possible is
our legal and moral responsibility.
Ensuring that staff continue to take holidays
during busy times is another way of
reducing the risk of workplace fatigue and
injury. It is good that people are continuing
to take leave and that remaining staff
are competently handling the additional
responsibility in the knowledge that their
turn for leave will come around soon.
The 1000th O4i was entered last week. It is
pleasing to see people regularly using the
O4i (Opportunities for Improvement) system
to convey ideas and feed back about how
we can make our worksites safer, happier
and more productive. The O4i system itself
is often upgraded to provide better access
and outcomes. The latest enhancement
allows photos and reports to be uploaded
and submitted with a new O4i.
John Mawson,
Managing Director

Contact:
head office:
Cohuna

141 King George St
Cohuna 3568

Ph: (03) 5456 2409
Fax: (03) 5456 2428
Email: sales@mawsons.com.au
www.mawsons.com.au

MAWSONS CENTENARY 2012
We shall be celebrating our centenary in October 2012. We have engaged a professional
writer, who will be travelling with Shirley Costello during the next few months visiting sites,
interviewing people and collecting photographs and movies for a Centenary Book and
DVD. If you have an interesting story about the history of your site (even before it became
Mawsons) or photos of yourself, workmates, machinery or interesting projects you have
worked on, please contact Shirley at head office.
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175TH ANNIVERSARY OF MAJOR MITCHELL’S EXPLORATION
On 30th June 2011 the Kerang and District Family History
Group held a ceremony to unveil campsite markers on
the Barr Creek to celebrate 175th Anniversary of Major
Mitchell’s exploration to this area.
Mawsons have kindly donated two granite monument
stones which have been suitably engraved to mark the area
and its’ significance.
The monuments were unveiled by the mayor of the
Gannawarra Shire, Mr Max Fehring, and local historian and
storyteller Mrs Julie Smith. After the unveiling Julie spoke
about Major Mitchell’s journey. An extract of this address
outlining a brief history of Major Mitchell’s 1836 Australia
Felix Expedition, is reproduced, along with some pictures,
here.

end of the lake they disturbed a tribe of aborigines from
their huts among the reeds. The natives fled in canoes to a
small island in the middle of the lake.
Late in the afternoon they came upon the Little Murray,
in full stream, flowing slowly through a treeless plain. As
darkness fell they set up camp at Fish Point on a spot where
only three small green saplings grew. So they passed the
night without fires, shivering as the temperature fell to – 2
degree.

Written below is part of Julie’s address together with
appropriate photos.
June 23rd 2011 marked 175 years since Major Thomas
Livingstone Mitchell and his party camped on the banks of
a creek just a short distance from Kerang.
When Major Mitchell left the following morning the stream
had a name – Moonlight Creek.
Major Mitchell was acting on the instructions of Governor
Burke in Sydney, when he set out to explore the land that
lay south of the Murray River. Sixty-five years later these
lands would secede from the colony of NSW to become
Victoria.
This was Mitchell’s third journey of exploration and a
number of those in the party had been with him on
previous expeditions. He also included a number of
aborigines to communicate with local tribes they might
meet on their journey.
Mitchell was a surveyor by profession and a man with
great observational and recording skills. His steps could be
retraced with greater accuracy than any other Australian
explorer.
Travelling through the heavy rains of winter their passing
was marked by deep wheel ruts which were visible for
many years after their passing. This became known as “The
Major’s Line” and knowing Mitchell’s route to be reliable
and passable the early settlers followed his “line”. Twenty
six Victorian towns sprang up along his route.
The expedition had set out from the junction of the
Murrumbidgee and Murray Rivers on June 14th, reaching
Swan Hill on June 20th. Their campsite was close to where
the Pioneer Settlement is today, but their rest was disturbed
during the night by the calling of swans and waterbirds on
Pental Island, so that, on arising the next morning, Major
Mitchell named the site Swan Hill.
Like a ghostly cavalcade they moved next morning through
heavy fog to Lake Boga, which Mitchell actually called the
Circular Lake of Boga. As they passed around the northern
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Pictured above is local historian Julie Smith and Max
Fehring, Mayor of Gannawarra Shire.

The night of hard frost dawned to a beautiful, clear
morning and their travels that day passed north of Lake
Kelly. That night they camped on a small anabranch of
what was probably the Loddon River. It was now June 22.
Mitchell turned eastward toward Kerang passing around
Third Lake, through the dry bed of Middle Lake clearly
marked on survey notes.
Here for a man noted for his meticulous accuracy in
recording his route, Mitchell failed to do so until the end of
the following day. His only note for the night of June 23rd
was that they camped near a creek by moonlight, so he
named the stream Moonlight Creek – today’s Barr Creek.
He left no bearings to define the location of the camp,
only an additional note that Burnett, the overseer of the
expedition had climbed a nearby tree and “described a
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goodly hill”, certainly Mount Hope, recording the compass
bearings as 36 and half degrees East of South.
Now, 175 years later, the mystery of the location of the
campsite has been solved by the wonders of modern
surveying technology and a complex system of calculations
applied to Mitchell’s compass bearings from the top of
Mount Hope to locate the campsite within 90 metre range
of accuracy.
Previously the site of this camp was thought to be a little
south of the Kerang/Koondrook Road and yet, a little
further upstream, on the Barr Creek, there was, in living
memory, a tree, with a circle of bark cut from its trunk
and the initials MTM bitten deeply into the raw wood with
an old-fashioned brace and bit. Marks below the initials
indicate the possibility of a date recorded, but with the
passing of the years, the bark had grown over it. The tree
has since been destroyed by white ants, but the circular
piece of wood bearing the initials has been removed and
is held in the Museum of the Cohuna Historical Society.

Mitchell’s route turned south towards the sea. Often they
travelled through areas of swamp, the carts bogged to the
axles, being dragged free by the bullock teams, or hauled
up and down ravines and river beds. They reached the
mouth of the Glenelg River, where indeed the waves did
rage, on August 20. Mitchell named this place Discovery
Bay.
Turning east Mitchell reached Portland Bay and here they
found the tracks of cattle and the shoeprints of white men.
Mitchell was not surprised at the discovery of shoeprints
as he knew that whalers hunted in these waters, but the
cattle tracks confounded him entirely, until, rounding a
rocky headland, he came upon the farming establishment
of the Henty Brothers, established some two years or
more.

The tree traditionally marked the place of Major Mitchell’s
campsite and crossing of the Barr Creek and this caused
much debate over the years.
The next recorded campsite is on the Gunbower Creek on
June 24 about half-way between Koondrook and Cohuna,
and Mitchell’s detailed journal recommences with no
explanation for the omissions in the recording of the
previous two day’s travel.
From here they followed the line of today’s Koondrook –
Cohuna road, passing through Cohuna to camp at Wee
Wee Rup. Mitchell’s records place the true location of the
campsite there some distance upstream from the picnic
spot close to todays’ Murray Valley Highway signed as
Major Mitchell’s campsite, June 25 1836.
Here Mitchell halted for three days to work on his maps,
rest the animals and explore the surrounding countryside.
During this time Stapylton traced the Gunbower Creek to
the Murray and Mitchell, himself rode to Mt. Hope. From
its summit he noted “a remarkable hill of granite……a
triangular pyramid closely resembling the monuments of
Egypt”.
On the last day of June Mitchell climbed Pyramid Hill,
as he had named it, from where he could see his party
“pursuing their course over the distant planes like a
solitary line of ants”.
They travelled now in a south-westerly direction. Near
Wedderburn they came upon a tribe of aborigines. An old
woman of the tribe told them, with expressive gestures, of
a place far to the south where the waves raged and a river
ran into the sea. It was not Port Phillip, said an old man,
but water like it, and no white man had been there. These
aborigines assured Mitchell that the country into which he
was heading abounded in good water and excellent grass.

Although their supply vessel was two weeks overdue
and they were, themselves short of rations, the Henty’s
supplied Mitchell with a small quantity of flour and
plentiful vegetable from their gardens.
From here Mitchell turned eastward and homeward.
On September 30 he climbed Mount Macedon, gaining
an uninterrupted view of Port Phillip Bay. At the highest
northern point of the bay he noted a mass of white objects
which might have been tents or vessels. This of course,
was the infant Melbourne.
On October 18 the party crossed the Murray at Howlong,
upstream from Albury and Mitchell reached Sydney on
November 3rd. Mitchell’s expedition often covered more
than thirty kilometres a day and lasted a period of almost
five months from 14th June until 3rd November.

Passing south of Horsham and skirting the Grampians,
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KOONDROOK PERRICOOTA FOREST FLOOD ENHANCEMENT WORK
Work is progressing on the Koondrook Perricoota Forest Flood Enhancement Works. Mawsons have supplied concrete
to the structure under construction at Cow Creek, the biggest structure to be undertaken. Pictured below is the cutting
showing sheet plying driven in.

VALE LENNY TAYLOR
It is with great sadness we note the passing of Lenny Taylor.
Lenny or “Butch” as he was known to many was a key link
in the crew at Lake Boga Quarries between 1959 and his
retirement in 2003. Along with his brothers; Mal, Jock and John
(Mooney) the Taylor family formed a formidable team that could
keep crushing and delivering rock under the most difficult and
trying conditions. The next Taylor generation, Merv and Rod,
who also worked at Lake Boga continued the legacy.
Len worked hard and played hard too; he had a great capacity
to maintain and operate all sorts of machinery and played the
odd joke along the way but when the going got tough Lenny
was right there. An honest, hard working man Lenny will be
fondly remembered. The results of his good work can be seen
on roads and buildings throughout the region.
Our sincere sympathy is extended to everyone in the Taylor
family.

STORK NEWS !!!
Congratulations to Adam Myers (Bulk cement tanker driver) and his partner
Teena who have a new baby boy Nash Jayden. Nash was born at 11.40pm
on 12th May 2011.
Congratulations also to Casey Spring (Cohuna office) and husband Stephen
who have a baby daughter Lainie Jade. Lainie was welcomed into the world
on 1st June at 9.42am weighing 7lb 9 ozs.
Happy birthday to Alistair Frankling – Cohuna workshop – who celebrated a
special birthday on 31st May 2011.
Al is pictured at left cutting a birthday cake at a special morning tea to mark
the occasion.
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BREE LAUGHLIN ANNOUNCED FACE OF CAULFIELD FOR 2011 – CAULFIELD CUP CARNIVAL
Congratulations to Bree Laughlin who was announced
the Face of Caulfield for this year’s BMW Caulfield Cup
Carnival.
After entering the Search for the Face of Caulfield
competition online, progressing through to the prescreening phase and then onto the finals of the top 20,
Bree was selected as one of three finalists.
Her journey began when she received an email from a
friend encouraging her to enter. With a philosophy of
“Good things happen to people who can be bothered to
make them happen,” Bree barely hesitated before sending
in her application.
Bree will be much more than a pretty face. She will
present on camera and co-host at the fashion and
entertainment stage.
She will become the go-to-girl for all things glamour and
social. As the Face of Caulfield, Bree will receive star
treatment. She will have access to a leading stylist, hair
and make-up professional and will receive VIP entry to key
fashion and racing events.
It’s just as well she has her wits about her. Born and bred
in Kerang, Bree is down to earth and outgoing, bubbly
and happy to give a range of things a go. After toying with
the idea of becoming a pro golfer (Bree presently plays off
a handicap of 6) or dancer, she settled into a Chartered
Accountancy course, which she is now half way through.
The 26-year-old fits the bill on more than one account:

brought up helping her
grandparents with their
trotters, Bree has always
been surrounded by horses.
A huge fan of the races, she
regularly attends country
and city race meets. After
winning Fashions on the
Field at the Swan Hill races
two years ago, she was
asked to host the fashion
stage and is a natural
presenter and host.
Needless to say, Bree is
thrilled to bits! “I didn’t
believe it at first, I’m so
excited!” she said of when
she heard the news.
When not attending
the races or filling her
commitments as the
Face of Caulfield Bree
can be found in the coordinators office at Cohuna
helping Somayeh and Rod in her role as assistant Quarry
& Concrete Co-ordinator.

AROUND THE TRAPS
Pictured Left: Flying the Flag at Uluru / Ayers Rock Jim
McInerney puts a Mawsons beanie to good use.
Pictured below: are Bruce, Lyle, Ash, Chris and Sam from
our Cohuna Workshop who cooked the Barbeque for
Cohuna staff who participated in the Prostate Cancer
Awareness fundraiser. Thank you fella’s.
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SEPTEMBER 2011 QUARTER SAFETY AWARD NOMINATIONS
Nomination 1 –
Trevor Gilbert – March 2011
Nominated by – Wayne Douglas
		
(Training & Technical Assistant)
For the implementation of direct - drive system for conveyors on the fixed plant
production operations. Traditionally conveyors are driven indirectly via V –
Pulleys and belts. The Direct-Drive SEW System solution improves safety and
productivity, through less breakdowns, less maintenance, increased production
and the reduced need for Guarding. This has assisted in the reduction of ‘nip
points’ and allowed for easier access to Plant for maintenance. The new SEW
system also means that Trevor has no need for spare pulleys and belts. Trevor
has been featured in an article “Efficiency Conveyed” as a case study of Mawsons
Glenrowan Quarry in the magazine InMotion – Aug-Oct 2010 edition.

ANNUAL SAFETY AWARD NOMINATIONS
SEPTEMBER 2010 QUARTER WINNER

MARCH 2011 QUARTER WINNER

Andrew Garnsworthy, (Shepparton Concrete Employee)
Nominated by – Graeme Mansfield (Batcher)

Larry Jordan (LCQ)
Nominated by – Ben Newth (HSR)

The Problem:
After viewing the process of fitting and removing gob
hoppers on the back of the agi’s with the loader bucket
Andrew indicated that it was a risk for people manually
lifting the gob hoppers in to place.

The Problem
Mawsons Lake Cooper Quarry was struck by a sudden
major rain event and heavy lightning storm.

The Solution: Plant bought a winch to lift & lower the gob
hoppers into place, eliminating the hazard.
DECEMBER 2010 QUARTER WINNER
Ros Dwyer (Admin)
Nominated by – Brendan Dickson (Admin General
Manager)
The Problem:
Part of Ros’s job is to mail out all debtor invoices and
statements. Mawsons business has grown significantly
over the years to over 30 sites, not surprisingly the
number of debtor invoices and statements has also grown.
Currently about 50,000 items are mailed out annually
this works out to 1,000 each week. All these pages were
inserted in to envelopes by hand. Although this task was
shared amongst several administrative employees it was
recognised by Ros, who completed the bulk of the work,
as being a serious manual handling issue that could result
in occupational overuse syndrome if not controlled more
effectively.
The Solution:
Ros, with the help of Mawsons IT Manager, Jason Hensley
researched and then recommended to the Administration
General Manager the purchase of a folding/inserting
machine to automate the process. The machine was
purchased and not only has a health and safety issue
been resolved but it has streamlined the admin processes
giving the staff additional time that can now be used more
productively on other less hazardous tasks.
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When there is a major rain event at the quarry it affects
many aspects of its operations. For example:1.	Haul roads become slippery making it difficult for heavy
machinery to travel safely from the pit to the crushing
plant.
2.	The ground and access ways to catwalks and work
platforms become slippery and muddy make it hard to
walk around plant and site increasing the potential for
slip, trip and fall occurrences which can result in serious
injuries.
3.	A build up of water in cracks in the quarry face has the
potential to cause a face collapse.
In lightning storms there is a risk that the plant may be
struck, this causes the plant to shut down. When the plant
shuts down suddenly there can be several issues:1.	Crushers become overloaded and / or blocked creating
a manual handling issue when required to unblock
them.
2.	Conveyor belts can overload causing spillages. This
creates another manual handling issue with workers
required to shovel the spillage in order to restart
conveyors.
3.	While walking on and around plant there is the
potential for a worker to be stuck by lighting.
The Solution
On recognising the seriousness of the rain and lightning
storm Larry took control of the situation by shutting down
his plant then instructed other workers of his actions. He
then evacuated the site into the WorkShop to wait out the
storm. By doing this Larry has showed great leadership
and has helped the less experienced workers on site
become aware of the hazards of working in a rain and
lightning storm and where they are to go to safely wait out
storms.

S A F E T Y M AT T E R S – S A F E T Y M AT T E R S – S A F E T Y M AT T E R S
ANNUAL SAFETY AWARD NOMINATIONS
JUNE 2011 QUARTER WINNER
Wayne Keyte (Mildura)
Nominated by – Colleen Balfour (OHS Manager)

The cement tank operator had to watch out for traffic
while operating his tanker, especially as vehicles park on
the opposite side of the road.

The Problem
In any given day Wayne is required to manage the
continuous movement of concrete agitator trucks in
and out of site as well as the delivery of consumables,
admixtures, chemicals and cement powder. The concrete
plant is located on a busy road which is also a Road Train
and B-Double route. Along with this a transport company
depot is situated across the road which constantly has
trucks coming and going.

The Solution
Wayne shifted the cement silo fill lines around to the block
next door, this way the cement tanker parks off the road
on Mawsons spare block eliminating all hazards (see
photo below).

Wayne recognised that when the cement tanker was on
site delivering cement powder to the site silos the truck
was required to park on the road way. This made it hard
for the concrete agitator drivers to access the plant to
be loaded. It also presents a hazard when leaving site
because drivers could not see traffic coming along road
before turning left or right (see photo below).

Photo below is looking left out of batch plant and out of
our truck windows… vision a lot better.

SWAP IT DON’T STOP IT!

Swap of the Day
Swap lying in on weekends with your partner for Weekend
morning yoga with your partner
Start thinking like a swapper
Healthy eating and getting active can help you lose
centimetres and prevent or delay the onset of chronic
diseases such as some cancers, type 2 diabetes and heart
disease. There are some simple everyday changes you
can make to get you on your way to a healthier lifestyle
without losing all the things you love.
The great thing is, you don’t have to stop it, just swap it.
Swap inside for outside or a big meal for a small meal for
instance — it’s easy and these basic changes can make all
the difference. Plus, the best thing is, you can make them
as you go about your everyday life — at work, at home or
even while out shopping. We’ve included some great swap
tips below.
Swap Big for Small
• Don’t overcrowd your plate
• Think twice before going back for seconds
• Eat slowly to give your stomach time to signal
it’s full
• Share a dessert rather than have your own

Swap Often for Sometimes
• Swap fried food for fresh
• Swap take-away for home-made
• Swap fizzy drink for water
• Eat less ‘sometimes’ food
Swap Sitting for Moving
• Walk and deliver a message rather than email
• Park the car further away and enjoy a short walk
• Take the bike for short trips instead of the car
• Get off the bus one stop earlier and walk the rest
of the way
Swap Watching for Playing Sport
• Don’t just watch sport — get out and get active!
• Get outdoors with the family — go to the park
or for a bike ride
• Meet friends for a walk instead of coffee and cake
• Swap a family movie for bowling
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FAREWELL TO COLLEEN
After 15 years with Mawsons, 10 of which were working as a very
competent and committed OH & S Manager, Colleen has decided
to seek a career change that involves less travel and allows her
more time with her delightful young children.
Colleen is well known across the group for her thorough and
professional approach to her work; many of our staff have
experienced first hand Colleen’s care as a Return to Work officer,
diligence as a document control (Policies & Procedures) coordinator and efficiency as an OH & S system manager. Colleen’s
energy and laughter will be greatly missed.
On behalf of everyone at Mawsons John thanked Colleen for all
her tireless work and wished her all the best in whatever future
endeavours she decides to pursue.

FAREWELL TO ANTHONY
A farewell dinner was held recently for Anthony Chester
and family prior to their relocation to Port Macquarie.
Anthony started work at Mawsons Benalla as a casual
driver in 1993. In 1995 Anthony bought his own truck and
worked as an owner driver for eleven years before selling
his truck in 2006 to Rick Cogger. Anthony then filled the
position of batcher at Benalla. Anthony, Jo and family are
now living in Port Macquarie and Anthony is working with
our sister company Hy-Tec as a batcher/driver.
We wish Anthony, Jo and family all the very best for the
future.

Desal Winter Uniform

EMPLOYEE PROFILE - LAWRENCE MATHERS

Name: Lawrence Mathers commonly known as
“Crackers” or “Slippers”
Place of Birth: Cohuna
Place of Residence: Cohuna
Started with Mawsons: 6th September 1988
Favourite holiday spot: Mawsons
Footy Club: Essendon
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Interests outside of work: Boating
Positions held at Mawsons: Rockbreaker Operator
Memorable jobs worked on: Desal Plant Project
Favourite Food: Chocolate Bullets
Funny Incidents: (Contributed by Lawrence’s wife Melita)
Went to the Ravenswood Hotel one day after travelling
and Bill Hunter (Actor) was there incognito of course.
Trying to stop Lawrence from staring wasn’t easy, he was
dying to say hello but he was told no. I don’t think he was
happy about that he just wanted a photo, he photographs
everything.
Favourite Pastime: “Going to Garage Sales” Melita goes
to have a browse – not Lawrence he is in there chatting
for ages. Lawrence was there so long one time he actually
ended up “under the weather”.
Ash introduced Lawrence to a prickly pear. Ash peeled it
and gave Lawrence some and he liked it. So Lawrence
decided to try another, he got one and peeled it only to
discover he had not taken all the prickles out before he
ate it!!
Best thing about working at Mawsons: The People
Worst thing about working at Mawsons: Doesn’t see
the wife enough.
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