MAWSE CODE
OCTOBER 2017

A Busy Start
The momentum of last financial year seems
to have carried on in to 2017/18 with many
of our sites enjoying good sales in the first
quarter. Stronger government spending
on roads and railways is helping as in the
on-going investment in critical irrigation
system upgrades. While a dry winter is
worrying for farmers it has enabled many of
our customers to push on with projects that
could have been delayed by rain.
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Even in these busier times it is pleasing to
see many of our employees taking a break
during the school holidays and many more
taking advantage of the opportunities for
Well-being Weekends. We are hopeful
that strong demand will continue across
our region for several more months so it is
important that everyone takes the chance for
a “breather”, especially exultant Richmond
supporters!
Projects and Acquisitions
Two significant reasons for our current
strong sales levels are the Silverton
Windfarm project and our recent acquisition
of Robinvale Concrete. The Silverton
Windfarm is mentioned again later in
this edition; it is a huge undertaking on
a remote site that is presenting many
challenges for our team. Concrete and
quarrying resources are being stretched
right across the group to supply the
necessary people and equipment to meet
the extraordinary demands of this project.
The co-operation of experienced people
who have come from across our business to
assist, is greatly appreciated. Continuation
of this high level of co-operation will be
critical in ensuring that the job is completed
safely and efficiently by March next year.
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Enjoy a great day out at this years
Mawsons Family Day at Seymour Races
October 8th 2017.

Robinvale Concrete is an excellent business
that was established by Peter Smith over
twenty years ago. Throughout this time
Peter, and more recently his son, Shaun,
have been very valuable and loyal Mawsons’
customers. Mawsons have worked closely
with Smiths on several large projects in
and around Robinvale over many years
and it was the high level of trust and
understanding developed over this time that
made Mawsons the logical buyer when the
Smiths wanted a change.
Mawsons Robinvale have only been trading
for a short while but the fresh crew there
have been busy learning new systems while
delivering plenty of concrete. Our next
edition of Mawse Code will introduce the
Robinvale people who have joined Wayne
Keyte and his team in Region 5.
Mechanical Workshop Capital
Approved.
Amongst the many new pieces of equipment
and exciting plant upgrades that are
included in the 2017/18 capex budget is
an allocation for a new, state-of-the-art
mechanical workshop to be built alongside
our (still almost new) fabrication workshop
in Cohuna. Plans for this modern facility are
being prepared now and it is hoped that
we will have a much more comfortable and
safe environment for an expanded Mawsons
Mechanical team to easily work on our
mobile equipment by early 2019. Stay tuned
for more details as the project really gets off
the ground!
JOHN MAWSON,
Managing Director

Building Partnerships since 1912

Water Tank Pour at Beechworth
A1 Quality Tanks were the contractors
responsible for the construction of a
very large round concrete water storage
tank constructed for the township of
Beechworth. The base of the tank was
poured on 26th June with three Mawsons
twin steer agitators carting the 187 m3
of high strength, low shrinkage concrete
required for the project. The first truck
rolled out the gate at 7.30am and by
2.00pm the bulk of the concrete was in
place.
The project was completed in early
August.

IQA Presentation
The annual Institute of Quarrying presentation dinner was held on 18th May 2017 in Melbourne. The special guest
speaker at this year’s dinner was Graeme Joy, a leader and navigator of a North Pole expedition.
This years’ Mawsons graduates were Jeff Pyle; Diploma Surface Extractions Management and Kevin Brown and Rod
Moon who were presented with their Certificate IV Surface Extractions Operations. Congratulations to all recipients.

Pictured above Kevin Brown, on the
right, with his certificate presented by
Erik Birzulis from Landair Surveys.
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Pictured above Erik Birzulis left, and
Rod Moon with his certificate.

Jeff Pyle, right, is presented with his
Diploma Certificate by IQA Australian
President, John Mitas.

Concrete & Quarries
Berrigan Canal Upgrade

Murray Irrigation Limited started the delivery of their
PIIOP3 Irrigation Modernisation Works in 2017. The 2017
works involved the construction of six new canal regulating
structures along the Berrigan Main Canal and following
a tender in January these works were awarded to Ertech
Pty. Ltd. Mawsons were awarded a contract by Ertech for
the supply of concrete and quarry products which involved
supplying Fine Crushed Rock products, 225mm Spalls and
approximately 600 m3 of concrete delivered during June
and July. Mawsons were also responsible for concrete testing
services.
McCartneys’ Regulator was one of the sites being
modernised, located on Old Cobram Road, a major
thoroughfare between Fuzzards Pit and Berrigan Quarry. In
partnership with Ertech, haulage of quarry products during
concrete pours was redirected to reduce the risk of an
incident occurring, as well as ensuring the concrete pours
were unhindered by quarry traffic.

Pictured above is McCartney’s Regulator and
Billabong Offtake

Kyneton Daffodil Festival Parade
It was a great turnout for the annual Kyneton Daffodil
Festival Parade. Mawsons were a proud major sponsor of the
festival and participated with two trucks, along with 75 other
entries, in the parade.
Thanks to Chris and Trevor for driving the trucks and to
Maddie and Jason for being passengers and waving to the
crowd.
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Vale Harry Kerr
It is with deep regret that we
note the passing of Harry
Kerr. Harry was manager
of our Kerang Concrete
plant from 1976 until his
retirement in 1998. Harry
passed away in Bendigo on
3rd June after a brief illness,
he was 82 years old.
Prior to joining Mawsons
Harry had operated
a successful shearing
business. Harry thought that
running a concrete plant would be easier than shearing;
lucky for us he thought that way because he brought
with him considerable business acumen, a great deal of
local knowledge and an enormous amount of respect for
being a very hard working and honest man. He fitted in at
Mawsons very well.
Batching concrete in the 1970’s was a world apart from
today; silos were a new idea, lasers were space technology
and computer records were unheard of. A big truck carried

5.4 metres and there was no air-conditioning. This was the
world Harry managed in; everyone in the trade had to be
resourceful and help wherever they could. Quietly spoken
and thoughtful, Harry was in his element.
Wheelbarrows carried concrete across slabs and jobs
were booked in via the manager’s home phone landline
because Maxwell Smart had the only mobile! Great
interpersonal and negotiating skills were essential
because, like today, things did not always go to plan but
Harry always got the job sorted.
In spite of all the challenges Harry and his Kerang team
which included Ramon Steel, Ian Wilkinson and Peter
Greenwood with help from Ian Behrens, Tige O’Brien,
Geoff Walsh, Ken Fletcher, Johnny O’Brien and Ross
Crichton from Cohuna, successfully completed numerous
significant pours on bridges, supermarkets, water
treatment plants and weirs throughout the region.
In retirement Harry continued to contribute to the
Kerang community and was a keen bowler. He will be
remembered as a happy, kind and generous man of great
integrity. Our sincere sympathy to his dear wife Joan and
their family.

Vale Brian “Jock” Taylor
8th August 2017 bought sad news with the passing of
Lake Boga legend Jock Taylor. Jock was one of four Taylor
brothers (and two nephews) who between them “ran”
Lake Boga Quarry for over 50 years. Jock started at Boga
in 1959 and retired in 1992. Like almost everyone in that
generation of quarrymen Jock could lend his hand to
operating all kinds of machinery; crushers, jackhammers,
trucks and loaders of various shapes and sizes were all
skillfully operated by Jock who had wooden blocks fitted to
the pedals of his machines so that he could operate them
more easily.
Jock was a very good operator in a time when real skill
(and courage) was required to drive underpowered,
manual trucks with dodgy brakes and no power steering
up and down pit ramps that were steep and narrow.
What Jock lacked in height he made up for in front, he
had more than Myers and with his cheeky grin was behind
many amusing stunts that might not be taken so lightly
today.

Jock always enjoyed a
drink and sometimes
when he overindulged
he got even more front
which could sometimes
get him into trouble. But
his generous, fun-loving
nature usually pulled
him through so often
that he featured in many
“tall” stories around
Mystic Park and Lake
Boga.
Jock was a proud, honest and hard-working man who was
respected and liked by all that knew him.
Our deepest sympathy to the Taylor family.
Pictured above brothers John Taylor, Brian “Jock” Taylor
and Len Taylor

Vale John “Jock” Beevers
Jock Beevers joined Mawsons in August 1994 and was a
great workmate and valued employee until his untimely
death from liver failure on Friday 21st July at the age of
63.
Ever reliable, careful and thorough Jock was a very skilled
loader and truck operator who worked at Lake Cooper,
Pyramid Hill and Fosterville. Jock took great care of his
machines, ensuring that they were maintained in the
best possible condition and that they were always ready
to go. Like his machines Jock was always ready to get
cracking too; he could be relied on to put in the extra time
and effort wherever and whenever work demanded and
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he won much respect from everyone for his consistent
commitment and great work ethic.
Jock enjoyed fishing and the outdoor lifestyle that quarry
work offered. He was a kind man who could be entrusted
with any task.
The Lake Cooper social club fishing trips were always
happy times and that is how many work mates will
remember him.
Our deepest sympathy to Jock’s dear wife Shirley and their
family.

Concrete & Quarries
Vale John Summers
An era ended with the sad passing on July 13th 2017, of
Johnny “Battling Jack” Summers. John was a subcontract
tipper driver with Mawsons from 1958 until his retirement
in 1983. John was one of our oldest ex-employees, aged in
his nineties.
Very few people will remember working with John but if
I tell you that he is the man in our Centenary Video who
exclaims that “Truckies today have no idea….” Before
going on to recount the story of his two red International
trucks that simultaneously shared the one registration and
one set of number plates you will get an insight into the
lovable, larrikin character that is no longer with us.
During World War Two John was a member of the Royal
Australian Air Force. In later years his three sons would
also join the RAAF. After the War he returned to Cohuna
and married Yvonne; his much-loved partner in life
and work. Together they operated a successful Tip Truck
business and raised a fine family. Sadly Vonnie passed
away soon after John’s retirement and they didn’t get
to travel around Australia together as John had always
wished. As his nick name suggested though John battled
on. From a time when roads, machinery and technology
was so different he recounted stories of adventures that

today seem like fantasy. John was a great story teller, he
had a wealth of ridiculously amusing experiences to draw
from and anyone who was lucky enough to get him on a
roll (usually with a beer in his hand) would be in for the
most humorous and heart-warming time as the Battler
really had a very kind and generous nature along with the
keenest of wits.
Our deepest sympathy is extended to the Summers family
as we mourn together the loss of a very dear and hardworking man of great spirit, humour and honour.
Pictured L to R.
John Summers
with fellow
“truckies” Anthony
Cleary and Ian
Wickham at our
Family Day in 2003.
John was presented
with his 25 Year
Club award on
that day.

Wedding Anniversaries
Congratulations to Ken and Olive Mawson who recently
celebrated their 70th Wedding Anniversary.
After growing up in small country towns, Ken from Cohuna
and Olive Stanton from Rutherglen, moved to Melbourne to
undertake teacher training at Melbourne Teachers College.
Their educational pursuits ultimately led to their meeting and
falling in love.
They were married in St. James Old Cathedral, West
Melbourne on May 10th 1947.
Ken and Olive lived most of their married life in Cohuna
where they were both active within the Cohuna community.
Ken was the managing director of the Mawson family
business until his retirement some ten years ago at which
time he and Olive moved to Torquay enjoying the community
spirit that Torquay offers.
Both are still very active and still enjoy living at home.
We offer our congratulations and best wishes to both on such
a momentous occasion.
Congratulations also to John and Betty O’Brien who on June
15th celebrated 60 years of marriage.
John is a member of the Mawsons 25 Year Club having
worked for Mawsons for 41 years. John and Betty still reside
in Cohuna and have been blessed with five children, Sharon,
Kevin, Trudy, Wayne (also a 25 year club member) and Peter,
fourteen grandchildren and ten great grandchildren. Our best
wishes to you both.
Pictured bottom left are Ken Mawson with Betty and John
O’Brien. The photograph was taken at John’s retirement.
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ArticulateD Knuckle Boom

The Cohuna Workshop recently took delivery of a new
articulated Knuckle Boom, to replace the old Abbey, truck
mounted boom lift, which had served the Company very
well over the years, even making the trip to Broken Hill
to assist with major plant work up there. The end of its
service life presented us with the opportunity to purchase
a machine with all the latest safety features, including
an all terrain boom lift. It will be much more versatile for
performing maintenance and repair work on our concrete
and quarry plant.
The new Genie Z 62/40 all terrain Articulating Knuckle
Boom, purchased from the local Genie dealer in
Shepparton, enables us to safely access concrete and
quarry plant up to 21 metres high, this covers all our
plants.

To compliment the Knuckle Boom the workshop also has
a new tri axle drop deck trailer, and access to two semiretired prime movers to be able to deliver the boom lift
to any of our plants. This will enable high risk, working at
heights tasks to be completed in the safest way possible.
Pictured above left Clayton, Ash, Mick, Andrew and Liam
with the Articulated knuckle boom.
Pictured above right is Mick with the Articulated Knuckle
Boom loaded and ready to be transported to Robinvale for
its first operation.

CNC Plasma Cutting Table
Just on twelve months ago the
Cohuna Workshop took delivery
of a new Computer Numerically
Controlled plasma cutting table.
This modern, robotic technology has
revolutionized the process for cutting
plate steel and components.
In the past, components were
designed and drawn up by our
engineers, Ray and Rob, and then
from the plans the workshop team
would measure, mark out and cut;
either by hand or with a straight line
cutter, in single passes, a very time
consuming process.
Now our engineer’s drawings, via a
software program, are loaded onto a
USB stick which is then plugged into
the plasma table controller to give
instructions to the cutting head.
The plasma table can continuously
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cut, stop and start making multiple
cuts for component parts and is also
able to plot and cut holes, again
saving on marking out and drilling
time.
Another great feature of the plasma
table is it can work with a full sheet
of plate steel, 6 metres long x 2.4
metres wide, up to 20mm thick,
and a “nesting program” calculates
the best way to cut components out
for maximum use of the plate to
eliminate waste. Cuts are very clean
and parts require minimal grinding
before being assembled and welded
or bolted together, meaning less time
on the grinder.
It has now become a very important
part of how we do things in the
workshop, Better, Safer, Smarter.

Pictured above Clayton Mathers at the
controls of the CNC Cutting Table

Concrete & Quarries
Proudly supporting Mawsons Safety Awards
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Mawsons Safety Prize Winners donate to charity
Two of our Quarterly Safety Award winners have elected
to donate their awards to charity.
The December 2016 Award winners, Seymour Quarry,
elected to donate their $250 prize to the Prostate
Cancer Foundation of Australia. The PCFA organise
‘The Long Ride’, a motorcycling fundraising event that
Kevin Brown is participating in this year with his team,
from HMAS Cerberus. Kevin will be heading off on the
ride in the middle of October, travelling through Victoria
and Tasmania. If you would like to know more about
the event, or donate to a very worthy cause, give Kevin
a call at Seymour.
Pictured left; Mawsons General Manager – OHS,
Steve McNair presents the Quarterly Safety Award for
December 2016 to Seymour Quarry Manager Kevin
Brown. Also present are Darren Huffer, 2IC (left) and
Health and Safety Representative Ned Mazurek.

The March 2017 Quarterly Safety Award winners were
the guys at the Bendigo Concrete Plant. They elected to
donate their winnings to the Royal Children’s Hospital.
Once again, a very worthy cause. Well done guys, your
generosity is much appreciated.
Pictured right; Bob Quinn accepts the March 2017
Quarterly Safety Award on behalf of the Bendigo
Concrete Plant. Also in the photograph (from L to R)
Chris Parker, Greg Guy, Rob Fry, Phil Francis, Rob Pople
and Shane Every.

Silverton Wind Farm Project
Construction of the giant Silverton Wind farm is
progressing to plan with several of the 58 concrete
windmill bases now in the ground.
The start of structural works began in August with
completion scheduled for mid 2018. The 200
megawatt wind farm, situated in the Barrier Ranges
north of Silverton, will be the largest in New South
Wales and will provide about 780,000 MWh of
renewable energy annually, or enough to power about
137,000 average homes.
Mawsons and our project partners, ResourceCo, have
been providing special mix concrete delivered by up to
15 trucks from on site mobile batch plants.
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Retirement of Robin Roberts
vehicle and caravan and together with
wife Robyn head “west” for a working
holiday. His first port of call was Broken
Hill where he is currently working casually
in our Broken Hill quarry. Robins’ original
plan was to be in Darwin for Christmas
with his daughter. Robin also has a
daughter in Swan Hill and two sons, one
in the army and the other in the Air Force
presently stationed in Wagga Wagga.
Over the years Robin experienced many
funny times, but for Robin working with
the Taylors meant a lot of fun and a lot of
laughs.

Robin commenced his association with the Lake Boga
Quarries in 1984 when he worked for eight months
driving the bin truck for the local contractor.
Following on from the bin truck position Robin was
employed by Mawsons to drive the water truck for three
hot summers. After the water cart Robbie did stints driving
the dump truck and many odd jobs around the site.
Because Robins’ position was casual in nature he quite
often would be stood down on Friday only to be reinstated
again on Monday. Robin also had a stint on the rock
breaker, taking over from Brian Lynas, moving around
and working at Pyramid, Lake Cooper and Glenrowan
Quarries. The next position Robin held was carting the
ground water from the quarry, in a tanker, up the highway
to the salt production site.
In 2000 Robin took over the contract of owner/operator
of the bin truck at the Boga quarry and capably continued
that task for ten years.

Robin recalls Jock Taylor calling on the
radio “I’m stuck on a heap of rocks.” He had driven up on
a heap of shotrock in the pit and was perched on top like
a bird on a nest. He got out of the truck and exclaimed
that the “governors had given out” – however there were
in fact no governors on that particular vehicle.
One other incident which came to mind for Robin was
Joe Anderado carrying a complete tool box to Wayne
Van Every (the manager at the time) because he couldn’t
remember what size spanner Wayne had asked him to
get. He had taken the tool box off the wall!
We wish Robin and Robyn all the very best and safe
travelling on their venture and look forward to hearing
from them “along the track”.
Pictured above is Robin beside the old and the new loaders
he has operated at the Boga quarry.

In 2010 Robin became the sales loader operator. He
continued this task until recently when he decided to “up
stumps”, sell his house and property, purchase a new

Stork Talk
Congratulations to Gary Harvey and
Caley Johnson on the arrival of their
daughter Joleah Shae Harvey. Joleah
was born on 23rd April at 7.11am
weighing 6.6 pounds and is a sister for
Carter.

8 - Printed on recycled paper

Engagement News
Congratulations to Kelcy Harrison
and Nick Sims who announced their
engagement on 17th September. We
wish them both all the very best and
a life time of happiness.

